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Mr. T. Se, Aniwer to the Short and Plein Conſiderailons, Ge 


Magniſie mine Office, and I hope to maimain the Scriptaral Miſſion and repos 
lar Ordination, and-conſequently the Qualification of Presbytets for the work 
.. of the Miniſtry, as will appear / to an impartial Reader, by the (ſequel ef th's 

bs: Paper ) primarily by Scripture (Quotatione and Secondarily by the Acknow + 
ledgmenrs 2vd Conceſkons made by ſome of the moſt Learned Writers of the 
Church of Eng/end, and beft acquainted with the Writiug of che Fathers and mode 


of Church Government in Primitive Times, as to the Title of your Paper 


( without Maltilcquies or circumguration ) I lay, that the bounds of Pariſh Chur 
ches, are not of Divine lnititation, but are mere humane and prudemial Cos 
ſtiturions, therefore | pieſume that Perions of one Pariſh, joining in Communion 


* with another Pas ocbhial Cunyregation, or any Congregztion &fſembled ( proving 


1t's Authority by Scripture ) for Religions Worthip, will not in the leaft obſtruct 
or prevent their Eternal Salvation. For inſtence, Henuan People joining with Den 


bigh Church, or St. Martin s Pariſhioners joining with St. Dunſt an s, or St. Gregorzes 


With Bow, Ee. £25776 
As for the following Paragraphs, I do nat think it worth while making any Re- 
flections upon — fomerbings therein mentioned Prelatiſts and Preibyterians agree 
in ——— other things mentioned are frivolous. The greateft part of the Paper is 
Falſe ; Written either out of Ignorance and unscquaintednef(s with Script ute ( which 
is the beſt Antiquity, the Norma and Canon of Truth ) the Hiftory of the firft 
Ages of the Church. Or elſe out of a Deſign unfair (notwithſtanding pretentions 
to the contrary, to impole upon the credilous Ignorant and fuch as have not read 
ipture or humane Hiſtories impartially, or ſuch as have not weighed the Contro- 
verfie with che Arguments Pro and Con. N 
Tbe Paper ( which ! juſt read over, I conceive is deſigned againſt a Gentle woman 
who was Educated: by. ber Learned and Pious Father of the Presbyterian pet ſuafion, 
bur left to her Liberty to chooſe; far het telf, and to join with a Proteſtant Comgre» 
gation - where ever Providence. mould caſt her Lot) which ſhe ſhould beſt Approve 
of and ftil-fhe is and ought! to be left to her own, Choice, But beſides that T'can» 
Judge no other of the Deſign, than to raiſe Duſt, ſtir up Strife, and to cauſe needs 
les Diſſentions, at ſuch a time when the Prudent, Peaceable and moſt learned Divines 
of the Church of Eng/exd:ftudy.to be Quiet, Beſides, any thing that ſeems Mate- 
rial in che Paper- has been taufe d nr and tha like a Meteor mounted 
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into the Air, bas ſoon returned to its Center and Original, ind has been _—_— 


thro” Faith in F<lus Chrijt, an 4 holinels cf Life they ſhalt arrive at Heaven, We be- 
Reye the Scripiures of Gd, and pray for Grace to live tip to the divine Canon. Do 
you think, tha God will ia the Day of Judgment, (iy to a believer, thou ha't been 
1 Pretbyterien, and thy Teacher bad no Epiſcopal, Prelatical Ordination, therefore 
be gone ? 7a 7 your Paper ſay ( totidem verbh, or at leaſt] in effect, that Sepe 
taias ſtam the Church of England (beſure you do not Quibble or frame an Evaſion 
cagaot be. Saved, Now if you excinde from Heaven and Ha ppiue ls, Presby ters that 
have not Prelatical Ordination, and un church all ſuch Churches whole Miniſters 


have not Ordination by Biſhops of the Eagliſh Species; then poor miſerable infatu- 


ated Proteſtants in France, Holland, Scotland, Gena va, Switzerland, and many o her 
Places, / en Albingenſes Waldenſes, Ge.) your Churches are no true Churches, 
your Miniſters 7ould 
von might if you would, but you Refuſed them, oh! obſtivate People, how can 
you expect to eſcape everlaſtiog Condemnation > This is a natural Concluſion 
from your Premiſles, is it Separation froms a National Eſtabliſhed Church that makes 
Schiimatiexs; then what will become of the Freneb Proteſtants in France, and the 
Pcelatical Curaces in Scorland d tho the laſt are Connived at (what it 1 ſhould ſay 
Tolerated ] yet are they Schiſmatickt by parity of reaſon as the Non»Cons in Eng- 
land ate. Bur the Great Dagon which muſt fall before the Ark, is Prelacy or Epiſco» 
pacy of the Engliſh ſpecies, and che neceſſity of Ordination by a Bifhop or Biſhops 
of that Diſtinction and Denomination. Fresbnerians are for Scripture Epiſcopacy, 
and ſuch as was known in the firſt Ages of the Chureh. Bur you can never Prove that 
there were Pielates or Dioceſans in thoſe Days. Had you advanced any New Nos» 
tions, urged auy New Arguments, or made any Diſcovery that has not hezn made 
and Publiched, and Anſwered hereto you would have done ſomething; the Church 
of England and the Proezbyterians would have been obliged to you, and Applauded 
you. But d plain with you my Friend and Neighbour, I am ſorry for your Er- 
tors ; and muſt tell you that theſe tew Authors which you have Read upon the Sub. 


jest have io pot d upon you, and with the like Air you have amind to impoſe upon 
ethers. But great 51 the Fruits and it will prevail, Will you ſeriouſly and ſedately 
weigh zhe following Teſtimonies, and if you: be not prejudicially. hardened with a 
Sie vole fic Fubes flat [roke veluntas, you muit own with me the Ocdinatioa by mece 
Bree, without a Prelate, Biſfop (er a Biſhop of an Engliſh Species ( is valid. 


The 


prure Precbyterg have ah Inherent power to Ordain, ſar in Scripture Langnage 
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no Miniſters, you would have no Pcelates to Ordain Miniſters for you, 
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n Biſhop and Preibytet ate one. and the ſame, not only in Name but Office“ And a 


Biſhop was not # Superior order or *p:cics to chat of a Precbyter, 4 120. 17. the Ri: 
ders of Epbeſus there, And Biſhops in 28 are the ſame Perſons ; ſoo your Greek Teftas 
ment. Biſhops and Presbyters have the lame qualifications, Tit. r. 3. 6, 7. Pray 


rea the Scriptures and conſider Elders in 51b and 7th, Far 4 Biſhop, Ce. Pray Wat 


force or Connexion would the: Apoſil:s reaſ-ning have, it Elders and Biſhops were nut 
the lame Species and Order? 1 Tim 3 Chpter. 1 hope you'l allow that St. Pant, 
there maies mention of the Species of Church Officers; and there you have but Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons, Phil, 1. 1. There you bave Biſhops (in the Plural Namber ) ar 
Phllippi that were daubt eſi Paſtors of ſiagle Congregat ons and not Prelatics l Dioceſ. 
ſans, Should. there be any Diſtinction between Bis ad Prezbyter, the greatelt 
Honour is Conferred uoon the Preihyter, 1 Tim 5. 17 1 Pet. . 1, 1 Whete the 
Freib, ters ate exho: td ta Feed. or rule as the word in the Original) the Flock and to 
du the work of B. hep, i ſce your Greek Teltamen', taking the over fig bt or Biſhopizing, 


Biſh;p are no whete named in Sciiprure as Supetior to Pregbyters, and let us not be vile 


above what is Written, Timarby was Ordained by the Prezbyters, 1 Tim, 4 14. do 
not ſay that Paul was a. Prelate or Biſhop... 3 

Now the Conceſſions of your own Epiſcopal Divines, and other noted Members of 
vor Church which I could Name; for hould | nam? any others, you would foon 
Trip up their Heels and what they lay ſhould go for nothing. Dr. Ligbefore owns, 
that Paul and Barnabas were.ordiin'd dy Prezbiters; Bp Burnet's Vind of the Chureb 
of Scotland, acknowledges that Ordination by Prezbyrers is valid. Aud ſays, that Jg- 
natzus, his Bilbop was only the Paſtor of a particular Chu-ch; The Apoſtles were no 
Bithops, had no Succeſſors as ſuch, and they Relerved nor the power of Ordination 
to themſclyes but join d the Presbyeers with them in the Act of Ocdaining. Sadeel, 
that learn'd Weiter fays in his Book, Contra Turri p. 570. The Apoſſles as ſuch have 
no Saccefſors. Dt. Barrow Supr p. 121. Dr- Lightfoot, vol. 1. p. 187 Or. Fabes 
that learned and moderate Aſſertor of Epiſcopacy lays, that Preibyters do Ordain, and 


theix Ordination is valid, Jren. J. 2. c. 11. p. 153, Dt. Falk doth the like. Arch · Bi- 3 
ſnop Uſher vwn'd Ordination by Pre:byters to be valid, aud prov'd it to King Charles 


that Presbyters not only Ordain d Fresby ters but made Biſhops, - And' for ptoof brings 
the Ai, and Alexandrian Cuſtom, and quotes Ferom to Evagrinus, The A. B, 
highly approves of the Scots Ordination by Prezbyters, de Primird. Eccl, Brit p. 798, 
779, $00.. ſee alfo his Model of Chriſt- Fov the Ancient Waldenſei had theit Minifters 


which were Crdain'd by Presbyters only : and the B hop of Salisbury, calls em t- 2 | 


reſt remains of the Primitive Chriſtians. Sa leel (ays, that the Difference between Bi-« 
{hops and other Minifters came ia for remedy of Schiſm, Ot. Paitaker lays the ſame, 
Dr. Stilling fleet erm. p. 308, lays al Presbyters ſucceeded to the Apoſtles and this he 
proves out of Cyprian, Ignatius, Ferom Ge. Ot. Field A. Bp. that iz ſo per ſaltum can» 
rot Ordain, for be Ordains as Presbyters. Bp. Cranmar; Bilhops ond Priefts were 


one Office, in the beginning of Chriſts Religion. See Dr. Scillingfleet Jren. p. 393. ; | 
Bp. Burnet collected part ift. p, 226. At the fitſt Biſhops ang Fresbyten ey 
| ; | ſame . ... 
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' ame, Ip Jewel-ſays the fame! My Lord Digbs ( thotPrelatif ) writing 16 eie 
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Ken. Pig was that the Scot eb Church comes next to the Form o' Borerument in 


P. imitive Times. Dr. Burner received the Sictamet of the Lords Supper at the hands 
ol Mr. rurretine, a Cong eational Fatlor in Geneva. And bad the Dr. ſuſpr cd the 
- Validiry of Turretise Ordination, would he bave join'd with their Ci urch? E. Poll. 


Sil. Eq; A learned Gentleman of the Cr.urch of England lays. it's Book of Schiſmes 
that they are guilty of Schiſm that impoſe anceſſiry 3nd unſcripruzt Terms of Com- 
munion, Fee allo Bp. Ho.idley's Sermon upon Job 18. 35. übe Proteſtant Church 
of England in their Provincial Synod 1537, Commanded to Preach that there were 


but Wo Orders in the Church. Biſhops and P;e\byters, and Deacons or Minitfte:s, ſee 


Inflitution of « Chriftian Man. Yee the #09k of Comm n Prayer: Send fown up'n our 
Prſhops and Curates. The Laws of the Realm lay, there is nothing ot Divide Ki bt in 
a Riſhop bur's bring a n Sit Edward Cook (de Jure Reg. Eccl. fol. 8 } makes 
4 Biſhop a Crearure of the Government. Being {o made by the variable Laws ot the, 
Land, the Kings Conge de Elire makes Biſhop, Never talk of the Toleration; for no 
Proreftant Diſſentet makes ule or hindle of it, to juftifie Sepa:arion, they have a bet- 


der Soundation. and better Reaſons, Laſtly, Ordination in tbe greateit part of the 


reform'd Churches is done by Presbyters; and will you or any Proteftant unchurch 


them, for not having DOtidination by Biſhops, as a diſtiner Orders from C. ſuper iot to 


Prisbyrers ? could bring you an Army of Wimeſſes to prove what I defend, and 
if _the Authority of tte forementioned he Queſtioned, then the reit will be pack'd 


Away, For, Let the Church have Quiernefs, Peace and good N.ighbourbood . lect give 
bout Selves to Preaching, and Praying, and that every Lord“: Day, and each end of 


the Day, and God lpeed the Work: Let*s ſtu iy your own Hearrs, and the Conditi- 
en of our People, and ſtudy Diſcoutſes ſuitable to their Conditions. hn, 
Be pleas d to Return this at your Leiſure to yoar aflur'd Friend, Well wither and 


Servantz | T. B. 
This I have Scribled over with the greateſt _ EE | 
-Precipitancy, and have not time to Write it Iſt. Jan. 1727 3, 
fair over, or take a Copy of it. e ein 
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